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ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO EB-08 /019 W 

126394 131229Z/43 

P 13121 1ZJUL 78 

FM AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 870 

UNCLAS KINSHASA 7289 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP CG 

SUB J : VIABILITY OF SEMINAR MISSIONS 


Message Text 


REF: STATE A-2042 JUN 2, 1978 

1 . AGRIBUSINESS SEMINAR HELD IN KINSHASA LATE MARCH WAS WELL 
RECEIVED BY TARGET AUDIENCE, ALTHOUGH SALES WERE LOW BEACUSE 
OF ZAIRE S DEPRESSED ECONOMIC STATE. 


2. DESPITE TRANSLATION AND INTERPRETATION SERVICES PROVIDED BY 
COMMERCE AND THE POST, PRESENTATIONS MADE BY COMPANY REPS WHO 
SPEAK FRENCH WERE FAR MORE EFFECTIVE THAN THOSE WHICH HAD TO 
BE MADE THROUGH A CUMBERSOME INTERPRETATION PROCESS. COMPANIES 
WHICH ARE SERIOUS ABOUT DOING BUSINESS IN THE CENTRAL AND 
WEST AFRICAN MARKETS SHOULD HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF HANDLING 
WRITTEN FRENCH AT A MINIMUM. 


3. COMPANY REPS WHO ARE ABLE TO DISCUSS FINANCING WITH PROS- 
PECTIVE PURCHASERS HAVE A BETTER CHANCE OF SUCCESS THAN THOSE 
WHO MUST GO FOR CASH SALES. 


4. CONDUCT OF SEMINAR AT POST WOULD BE LESS PRESSURED IF COMMERCE 
WOULD PROVIDE COMPLETE SUMMARY OF SERVICES REQUIRED WELL IN 
ADVANCE OF ADVANCE OFFICER'S TRAVEL. POST IS CAPABLE OF MAKING 
INITIAL ARRANGEMENTS ONLY IF IT KNOWS WHAT IS REQUIRED. UNDER 
LOCAL CONDITIONS IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE ALL ARRANGEMENTS IN 
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THE SHORT TIME THAT THE ADVANCE OFFICER IS ACTUALLY AT POST. 
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